[Survey of nursing roles in anesthesiology, postoperative recovery care and pain management in Catalonia, Spain: analysis of the current situation].
To determine nursing functions in anesthesiology, postoperative recovery care, and pain management in Catalan hospitals and to analyze the roles of nurses in this specialty. Development of a mail questionnaire sent to 70 public and private hospitals in Catalonia, to be filled in and returned separately by the nursing supervisor and by the anesthesiology department of each hospital. The survey included questions on whether tasks were or were not carried out by nurses. Responses were received from 31% of nursing supervisors and 45% of anesthesiology departments. Only 22% of the hospitals employed nursing staff with duties exclusively in the anesthesiology department. Nurses took on more responsibilities in major outpatient surgery services and postanesthetic recovery care units than in other areas. Significant discrepancies were found between answers given by nursing supervisors and those returned by anesthesiology departments regarding tasks of nurses in this specialty. Items with the greatest agreement were those related to maintenance of material. Those with the lowest agreement were related to drug management. Although responses came from only a third of the target population, the information obtained suggests a lack of definition in Spain of nursing tasks in the field of anesthesiology. This situation is different from that of most European countries and of the United States of America.